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SUBJECT:  SAIF  AL-ISLAM  AL-QADHAFI  CALLS  FOR  FURTHER  REFORM,  THREATENS  TO  WITHDRAW  FROM  POLITICS 

REF:  A)  TRIPOLI  666,  B)  07  TRIPOLI  759,  C)  TRIPOLI  227  TRIPOLI  00000679  001.2  OF  005  CLASSIFIED  BY:  Chris  Stevens,  CDA,  U.S.  Embassy  - Trip 
f.1 . (C)  Summary:  In  a lengthy,  much-anticipated  speech  at  an  annual  youth  forum  gathering,  Saif  al-Islam  al-Qadhafi,  son  of  Muammar  al-Qadhafi, 
LIBYA'S  FOREIGN  POLICY  ISSUES  HAVE  BEEN  RESOLVED  ... 

T2 . (C)  At  at  the  third  annual  Libya  Youth  Forum  near  the  southern  city  of  Sabha  on  August  20,  Saif  al-Islam  al-Qadhafi  framed  his  remarks  by  s 
LEAVING  IT  TO  FOCUS  ON  REMEDYING  INTERNAL  "STAGNATION" 

f.3 . (SBU)  Saying  Libya  had  been  "in  stagnation  for  decades"  because  of  international  sanctions,  Saif  al-Islam  conceded  that  Libya  was  "also  at 
JAMAHIRIYA  SYSTEM  HASN’T  DELIVERED;  NEW  GOVERNMENT  STRUCTURE  & CONSTITUTION  NEEDED 

f.4 . (SBU)  Turning  to  governance,  Saif  al-Islam  resurrected  his  call  for  a constitution,  something  he  explicitly  advocated  in  his  2006  Youth  Fc 
f.5 . (SBU)  Criticizing  the  inchoate  nature  of  the  decentralized  Jamahiriya  system,  he  said  Libyans  are  frustrated  with  the  the  existing  system's 
.5.6 . (SBU)  Referring  to  Muammar  al-Qadhafi 's  March  2 address  to  the  General  People's  Congress,  in  which  he  called  for  government  restructuring  e 
CIVIL  SOCIETY,  JUDICIAL  REFORM,  HUMAN  RIGHTS  & PRESS  FREEDOMS  NECESSARY 

f.7 . (SBU)  Drawing  a line  between  proposed  government  restructuring  and  greater  direct  participation  by  Libyans  in  their  own  governance,  Saif  al 
.5.9 . (SBU)  The  new  legal  code,  he  argued,  was  critical  if  Libya  was  to  enshrine  essential  civil  society  concepts  such  as  expanded  respect  for  hu 
NO  ONE  CAN  INHERIT  MUAMMAR  AL-QADHAFI ' S POWERS  & PREROGATIVES 

f.10.  (SBU)  Criticizing  the  "forest  of  dictatorships"  in  the  Middle  East,  he  said  modern  Arab  regimes  were  characterized  by  hereditary,  dictator 
SAIF  SAYS  HE ' LL  WITHDRAW  FROM  POLITICS  . . . 

.5.11.  (SBU)  In  the  most  publicized  and  controversial  part  of  his  address,  Saif  al-Islam  said  he  would  recuse  himself  from  politics  and  instead  f 
. . BUT  THE  MASSES  SAY  HE  MUST  "CONTINUE  HIS  REVOLUTIONARY  JOURNEY" 

.5.12.  (SBU)  Reaction  to  Saif  al-Islam' s stated  intention  to  withdraw  from  politics  has  been  swift  and  well-coordinated.  In  a series  of  meetinc 

.5.13.  (C)  Saif  al-Islam' s Youth  Day  speeches  are  closely  followed  as  a barometer  of  reform  efforts  and  a harbinger  of  policy  initiatives.  Embass 

.5.14.  (C)  Few  take  seriously  Saif  al-Islam 's  claim  that  he  intends  to  withdraw  from  politics  entirely,  but  there  is  confusion  about  what  he  inte 

.5.15.  (C)  Saif  al-Islam' s claim  that  work  on  human  rights,  personal  liberties  and  development  was  in  "its  last  round"  is  broadly  seen  to  be  pren 
STEVENS 


